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GATHERING 
* Please stand as you are able. 

 Welcome and Announcements 

 Good News Moment                                                 John Baker, Financial Director 

*Gathering Song              Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

*Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk 
in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  Advent Candle Song    Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah            No. 240 
                                                       (verse 1) 

*Advent Candle Prayer 

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and 
keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even 
though we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to 
your peace. 
Amen. 

Children’s Message                                                              Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

WORD 

 First Reading                                                                                          Isaiah 2:1-5 
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 
2
In days to come 

  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  

3
Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
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 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 

4
He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
5
O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord! 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 122 
1
I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
2
Now our feet are standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3
Jerusalem is built as a city 

 that is at unity with itself; 
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 

 the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 
5
For there are the thrones of judgment, 

 the thrones of the house of David. 
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

 “May they prosper who love you. 
7
Peace be within your walls 

 and quietness within your towers. 
8
For the sake of my kindred and companions, 

 I pray for your prosperity. 
9
Because of the house of the Lord our God, 

 I will seek to do you good.”   

Second Reading                                                               Romans 13:11-14 
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 

12
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13

let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
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quarreling and jealousy. 
14

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel                                                                                    Matthew 24:36-44 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples, 
36

“About that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37
For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 

39
and they knew nothing until the flood came 

and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40

Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

41
Two women will 

be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
42

Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 

43
But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 

44
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                            Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

 Hymn of the Day:                       Shout to the Lord 

 Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was  conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.         

*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
 that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 
P:  God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
 church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and 
 custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 
 God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your 
 ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
 preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, 
 in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving 
 the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We 
 pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who 
 hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and 
 hope to any who are sick or needing your care especially Marge Murray, Tim 
 Brown, Sandi, Jaggar Haught, Pat Pritchard, Bob Madey, Arline, Don Baker, 
 Judy McLaughlin, Peggy, Pat, Steve Combs, and those we now name aloud 
 or hold tenderly in our hearts. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 
 congregations in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational 
 councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected 
 opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of 
 the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 
 company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
 prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
 we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

MEAL 

 Offertory                                

 Offering  

 Offertory Prayer 

P:  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 
 ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 
 messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and 
 justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

 *Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts.  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 Distribution 

 Communion Solo                                                                        Heather Rohde 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 
this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth 
in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 SENDING 

*Blessing 

P:  God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 
 the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

*Sending Song:                     Because He Lives   

*Dismissal:               

P:  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

+++ 
 

    Soloist:  Heather Rohde 

    Guitar:  Scott Schwandt 

    Drums:  Lennie Davis 

    Bass:  Karl Hermann  
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PRAYERS 

Altar Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of Andy’s 4
th
 

birthday, grandson of Bob and Carla Maas. 

Memorial Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God in memory of Janie 
Weiner, Lisa’s mom, by Lisa and John Burke 

Prayers for Healing: Marge Murray, Tim Brown, Sandi, Jaggar Haught, Pat Pritchard, 
Bob Madey, Arline, Don Baker, Judy McLaughlin, Peggy, Pat, and Steve Combs.  

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, First Sunday in Advent, we worship in person at 8:30 a.m. with Praise liturgy 
and Holy Communion and at 11:00 a.m. with ELW setting 4 and Holy Communion. 
Livestream at 8:30 a.m.  

Poinsettia Orders - A member of Altar Guild will be in the narthex to take your 
Christmas Poinsettia orders. 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Second Sunday in Advent, we will worship in person at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. with Now the Feast and Holy Communion. Livestream at 8:30 a.m.  

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. 

Cookie Exchange/Evergreen Cross Craft - in the Fellowship Hall. Beginning with a 
light lunch at 12:30. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Deacon Lindsay is on Vacation November 16-30. 

Seeking all Thrivent members! If you belong to Thrivent, please contact Pastor 
Steve.  

Advent Worship - Holden Evening Prayer, Wednesdays, November 30, December 
7 and December 14. 6:00 p.m. meal. 7:00 p.m. Worship. 

Bible and Brew Update will resume Thursday, December 1, 7:00 p.m., at Forest 
Meadows. Watch bulletins and Shout-Outs for any adjustments in location. 

Advent Devotions - Thank you to everyone who volunteered to write a 2022 
Advent Devotion! Each day during Advent (beginning Sunday, November 27), a link 
to a new devotion, written by our members, will appear on our church website 
homepage. All completed devotions will be available on an archived webpage.  

Christmas Cookie Exchange & Evergreen Cross Craft - Next Sunday, 
December 4 at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Enjoy lunch provided by Small 
Groups, followed by the Cookie Exchange and Evergreen Cross making. A craft for 
kids will be provided and door prizes will be awarded for the most festive Christmas 
outfit. Please bring three dozen HOMEMADE cookies for the exchange, along with 
a container to take your exchanged cookies home. Immediately after the cookie 
exchange, we will craft our evergreen crosses. This will take approximately 30 
minutes. Cost is $40. Please pay Corey Neururer via cash, check, PayPal, or 
Venmo (caneururer@yahoo.com) by Sunday, November 27, so we know how 
much material to prepare, etc. There are picture examples in the narthex of the 
evergreen crosses. Join us for one or all of these activities. Please contact a 
member of Small Groups with any questions. We hope to see you for fun, 
fellowship, and to enjoy the Christmas spirit. Please sign up in the narthex or by 
using this site: 
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/5080a45afae2cabff2-cookie  

Ways to Serve Your Church - The Nominating Committee is seeking to fill three 
positions to complete our 2023 Slate of Elected positions. The Executive Council 
position of Financial Director; the Chair of Comprehensive Youth; and the Chair of 
Social Concerns. These positions are well supported by past and present elected 
officers of St. Matthew and you will be offering a great service to your St. Matthew 
family. If you are interested in learning more about any of these positions, please 
contact a member of the Nominating Committee: Lisa Burke, Kelly Obermeier, Rick 
Grice, Jean Waite, or Bill Heck, chair. 

Journey to Bethlehem - We are once again planning a group event to see the 
Journey to Bethlehem in Walnut Creek, December 3, 2022. We will meet for dinner 
at Der Dutchmen at 3:45 (if you don't plan to have dinner, please indicate that and 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/5080a45afae2cabff2-cookie
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meet us in the parking lot at 4:45) and then "journey" by caravan around Walnut 
Creek experiencing the immersive Journey to Bethlehem. While this is 
sponsored by Comprehensive Youth, we invite and encourage all members to 
join us! If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to Christy Gabler 
330-441-1841. Please sign up in the narthex or via this link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAE2DA46-journey 

Christmas Groove Concert - Ring in the Christmas season with a wonderful, 
family friendly, benefit concert, Christmas Groove. This concert has been 
providing free music and collecting money for a variety of non-profits since 
2004. A group of St. Matthew friends will be going together on Friday, 
December 9. The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. at the Akron Civic Theatre. You 
can view additional information and hear past songs at 
https://www.christmasgroove.org/. The concert is free and no tickets are 
needed. A free-will offering will be collected and will benefit Akron Canton 
Foodbank. We are working on transportation for those who can’t drive, but 
would like to attend. Please call Melody at 330-461-1149 if you need a ride or 
are interested in attending.  

Blood Pressure Screening - December 11, before both services in the Parish 
Nurse’s office. 

Book Club - The next book that we will be reading is Nightingale by Kristin 
Hannah. We will read the book on our own and see the movie when it comes 
out in January. We will gather together to discuss at Wingz after the movie. 
Additional details will follow. Happy reading! 

Operation HOMES Day Center Update -  Most recently we have been at 
capacity. To serve our guests, we are open Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 
noon. The number of guests on any one day varies by their work schedule. We 
offer any guest an opportunity to do laundry, take a hot shower and/or just relax. 
Our host makes certain the guests have all the necessities needed to complete 
those tasks. Our biggest opportunity is simply welcoming each guest and 
making them feel comfortable. We are in need of volunteers. Could you spare 
some time to make our guests feel welcome? Please call Rick Sullivan at 330-
391-0222. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAE2DA46-journey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAE2DA46-journey
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date 
Sunday 

November 27 
Sunday 

November 27 
Sunday 

December 4 
Sunday 

December 4 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte Lucy Brown-Serban Devin Shrader  Devin Shrader 

Reader Melody Costello    

Ushers 
Alan Ivan 

Delores Ivan 
   

Communion 
Assistants 

Sandy Andrews 
Melody Costello 

   

Sound Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler 

Video Rex Rickly -- Brian Harris -- 

Altar Guild        Becky Malloy & Julie Shrader 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Watch your bulletins and Shout-Outs for details. 

Wednesday, November 30, 2:00-8:30 pm, Directory Pictures. Communication 
Evangelism 

Wednesday, November 30, 6:00 pm, Meal. Advent Worship at 7:00 pm. 

Thursday, December 1, 2:00-8:30 pm, Directory Pictures. Communication Evangelism 

Saturday, December 3, 3:45 if meeting for dinner. (4:45 in parking lot). Journey to 
Bethlehem in Walnut Creek. Comprehensive Youth. All invited! 

Sunday, December 4, 12:30 pm - Annual cookie exchange and evergreen cross 
making, fellowship hall. Small Groups 

Thursday, December 6, **New Date** 2:00-8:30 pm, Directory Pictures. 
Communication Evangelism   

Wednesday, December 7, 6:00 pm, Meal. Advent Worship at 7:00 pm. 

Friday, December 9, 7:00 p.m. Christmas Groove Concert at Akron Civic Theatre. 

Wednesday, December 14, 6:00 pm, Meal. Advent Worship at 7:00 pm. 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. Steven Mahaffey Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Kaitlyn Taraschke Nursery Attendant 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

Hearing Loop 
System available. 

Pastor Steve’s Contact Information 
Email:  pastorsteve@stmatthewmedina.org  

Cell Phone:  740-525-6149 

 
Deacon Lindsay’s Contact Information 

Email:  lindsay@stmatthewmedina.org  
Cell Phone:  440-376-8338 

St. Mathew invites you to join us in celebration of Holy Communion! 
The Lord’s table is open to all who believe and are baptized. 

Please join us as we receive the means of grace, where Jesus promises to 
meet us in the bread and the wine. 


