
December 18 

4th Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11 

 

God’s Word came to Nathan to tell David: 

“I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day.” vs.6 

“I took you (David) from the pasture and following your flock to be ruler over my people.” vs.8 

“The Lord declares to you (David) that the Lord himself will establish a house for you.” vs. 11 

After reading these passages from 2 Samuel, I couldn’t help but think about the lively discussion 

that we had at Pastor’s “Bibles and Brews” on Thursday, October 27.  We were discussing the 

seventh chapter of Acts and recalling how “Our forefathers had the tabernacle of the Testimony 

(the arc of the covenant that contained the Ten Commandments) with them in the desert” and 

how Joshua and the Israelites brought it with them wherever they went.  

Pastor likened it to a Mission congregation whose sole purpose is to share the Gospel and bring 

others to Christ… not to build brick and mortar and be tied down with maintaining a building.  

Scott and I perked up because we, in 2004, were two of the founders of a mission congregation 

(Shepherd of the Hills) which is the only mission congregation in the West Virginia-Western 

Maryland Synod of the ELCA.  We began our worship and outreach in a restaurant… then a 

movie theater… then a storefront… then a Methodist church and most recently, a Catholic 

worship center.  We were like those Israelites who carried the Word of God everywhere we 

went.  We followed the Shepherd, and His Word became our house. 

As read in the “History of St. Matthew” researched and written by Rebekah Knaggs Neidig,  
https://www.stmatthewmedina.org/history 
 

“St. Matthew congregation began on Memorial Day, 1936.  The St. Matthew congregation 
was founded as a two-part mission known as St. Peter’s / St. Paul’s with Lodi Pastor Waldo 
E. Byers serving both parishes. The Rev. Glaser, also the Missionary Pastor, was called 
to help with the work of establishing the mission here.  
  
On February 6, 1938, the first service was held at the Little Store Front Church at 110 
West Washington Street with standing room only. The Church was established as the 9th 
Church in Medina and at the time had a total of 22 charter members. From then the 
congregation continued to grow to the point that they needed a new space.  
 
The congregation was able to fundraise and purchase two lots, on the corner of Broadway 
and Pearl streets by 1939, and a new building fund was started with the hopes of creating 
a new home for the growing St. Matthew congregation. By 1948 the congregation had 
become a completely self-supporting church and parted from serving as a mission 
church.” 

 

My prayer is that the congregation of St. Matthew never forget that even though it has a 

building, that its true MISSION is to carry God’s Word everywhere we go, and to share it with 

others.  How many people are out there who don’t even know the true meaning of Christmas?  

Our mission field is waiting for us. 

Beth Johnson 

(Many thanks to the members of Shepherd of the Hills,  

who have contributed to our 2022 Online Advent Devotions.) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=534335086
https://www.stmatthewmedina.org/history

