
December 21, 2022 

25th Day of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4 

 

The One is coming who will bring good news to his people Israel. In the gospel of Luke, after Jesus is 

baptized, spends forty days in the wilderness meditating on God’s plan for him and being tempted, he 

returns to Galilee and begins teaching in the synagogues there. He comes back to his hometown of 

Nazareth we are told in Luke 4. On the sabbath he goes to his home synagogue. The people have begun 

to hear about his ministry so they invite Jesus to read a scripture lesson. He takes the Isaiah scroll and 

opens it to today’s reading. “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 

to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor...” He gives the 

scroll back to the attendant and then announces, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” That is to say, this is what I have been called to do. This is the agenda of my ministry. When I 

announce “good news,” this is what I am talking about. The lifting up of the downtrodden, the 

unburdening of the oppressed, the healing of the sick and lame, the release of those in every kind of 

prison. We await the celebration of the birth of, and we anticipate with hope the return of, the One who 

is the embodiment of God’s good news. Come, Lord Jesus! 

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, make our joy complete with your return. Send your Holy Spirit to excite our 

hearts to welcome the gift of your good news. Release from all the oppresses and burdens us, hope to 

lighten the despairing heart, peace to calm anxious minds. Prepare us to celebrate with joy the 

memorial of your birth. Amen. 
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