
December 8, 2022 

Twelfth Day of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephratah, who are one of the little clans of Judah” or how about “O little town 

of Bethlehem” You certainly never hear of Bethlehem being the big city, do you?  It is nothing more than 

a village, a backwater if you will.  And people coming from it certainly aren’t expected to amount to 

much. Even Nathaniel says it in John 1:46 - "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” It seems to be a 

theme I have noticed in the bible – the insignificant become the exalted. First from that sleepy little 

town, a shepherd boy becomes one of Israel’s greatest kings – King David. And descendent from that 

king is God’s long-awaited promise of deliverance for the whole world, born a babe in a manger. And 

who is Jesus born to but a young, unmarried girl and her betrothed who is a lowly carpenter.  From the 

little, lowly, and insignificant comes the greatest gift the world has ever known.   

I don’t know about you, but there are a lot of days when I feel pretty much the same way as they 

describe Bethlehem.  Pretty insignificant in the grand scheme of things.  A blip in this big, noisy, crazy 

world. It is in moments like that when I am often reminded of the little blessings I receive, and more 

importantly the little blessings I can give.  A prayer, a hug, a smile, a kind word – all of which can be such 

a significant gift to another person.  Bigger than we can often realize and know.  Little things can make 

very big things happen.  Do small things in a great way. As we find ourselves in the hustle and bustle of 

this holiday season, I encourage you to look for the little things.  Things that you receive and the little 

things that you can give to others.  That door you hold open in the store, the smile you give to a 

stranger, that quick text you send to someone just to say hello…those may seem insignificant to you, but 

the insignificant can become great.   

Jen Knaggs 
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