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GATHERING 
* Please stand as you are able. 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude                                                                

*Confession & Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, 
 and calls us by name. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved 

children. We have turned our faces away from your glory when it 
did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it 
made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to 
those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the 
sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, 
that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and 
reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

P:  Rejoice in this good news: ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You 
are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, 

 and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
C:  Amen. 

*Gathering Song              This is the Spirit’s Entry Now                       No. 448  

*Greeting  

*Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit 
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water 
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called 
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  Installation of Executive Council and Five Star Ministry Team Leaders 
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  WORD 

  First Reading                                                                 Isaiah 43:1-7 
1
But now thus says the Lord, 

 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3
For I am the Lord your God, 

 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4
Because you are precious in my sight, 

 and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
 nations in exchange for your life. 
5
Do not fear, for I am with you; 

 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

 and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7
everyone who is called by my name, 

 whom I created for my glory, 
   whom I formed and made.”  

Psalm                                                                                            Psalm 29 
1
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

 the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
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6
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7
The voice of the Lord 

 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

 the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests   

  bare. 
 And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
10

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11

O Lord, give strength to your people; 
 give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.    

Second Reading                                                                  Acts 8:14-17 
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 

15
The two went down and 

prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 
16

(for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus). 

17
Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 

*Gospel                                                                           Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

P:  The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 

16
John answered 

all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

17
His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
  

21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 
22

and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                         Pastor Betti Hazelton 
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 Hymn of the Day                       Baptized and Set Free                           No. 453 

*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold 
to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

P:  By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to 
share the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in 
prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. 
God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard 
rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. 
Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought 
and flood. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders 
who will protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates 
who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of 
grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us 
that we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, 
confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially Otto 
Weight, Lennie Davis, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, John Siebert, Brenda 
Disbrow,  Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, and Greg McKee. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who 
are newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to 
be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-
seeking. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Be with us as we look to the future of our Transitional Housing ministry. 
Guide us and help us to be open to your voice as we discern how we will 
continue to offer help to those in need. God of Grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: We ask your blessing upon St. Matthew’s Call Committee. Give them 
insight and a spirit of enthusiasm for their work and raise up for our 
people a pastor to help lead us. 

C:  hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those 
you have called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort 
us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 
and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

*Peace: The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s 
reconciling love by nod or bow.  

MEAL 

 Offertory                         How Far is it to Bethlehem                     Luther Choir 
                                              Molly Ijames 

 Offering Prayer 

P:  Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new 
beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish 
us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry 
world, in the name of Christ our light. 

C:  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come to God’s table. There is a place or you and enough for all. 

 Communion Hymn                     Spirit of Gentleness                             No. 396 

*Table Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the 
abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim 
your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

  Blessing 

*Sending Song           Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized              No. 304 

*Dismissal              

P:  Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude        

 

+++ 
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date January 9 January 9 January 16 January 16 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte 
Logan 
Naida 

Trevor 
Terihay 

  

Reader 
Adam 
Scheid 

   

Ushers 
Bruce 
Reed 

 
Bruce 
Reed 

 

Communion 
Servers 

Nancy 
McNeal 

  
Cindy 
Rickly 

Sound 
Joe 

Obermeier 
Mike & Alex 
Holthouse 

Joe 
Obermeier 

Mike & Alex 
Holthouse 

Video Brian Harris -- Rex Rickly -- 

Altar Guild Nancy McNeal 

2022 Executive Council 

President - Tom Kotick 
President Elect - Bill Heck 
Treasurer - Tim Brown 
Secretary - Mary Dunham 
Finance Director - John Baker 
Personnel Director - Open 

2022 Five-Star Ministry Team Leaders 

Communication Evangelism Co-Chairs- Melody Costello & Bobby Forsythe 
Comprehensive Youth Co-Chairs - Christy Gabler & Julie Shrader 
Small Groups Co-Chairs - Heather Haycook & Corey Neururer 
Social Concerns - Open 
Congregational Life - Open 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers for Healing: Otto Weight, Lennie Davis, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, 
John Siebert, Brenda Disbrow,  Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, and Greg McKee.  

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, Baptism of Our Lord, we worship at 8:30 with ELW liturgy and Holy 
Communion and at 11:00 a.m. with ELW liturgy and Praise hymns. Livestream 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Thank You to Pastor Betti Hazelton, our supply pastor this morning. 

No Youth Sunday School for the remainder of January. We plan to resume 
February 6. 

Adult Sunday School will meet in the fellowship hall, led by Pastor Betti 
Hazelton. 

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Second Sunday after Epiphany, we will worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m. with ELW liturgy and Holy Communion. Livestream at 8:30 a.m. 

We Welcome Pastor Shelley Nelson-Bridger as our supply pastor. 

No Youth Sunday School for the remainder of January. We plan to resume 
February 6. 

Adult Sunday School meets in the fellowship hall at 9:45 a.m., led by Pastor 
Shelley. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Senior Happy Hour will be on hiatus until further notice. 

Deacon Lindsay will be having outpatient hip surgery on Friday, January 14. 

Electronic Offering Updates - If anyone needs help in changing their 
electronic giving (ACH) through Vanco please feel free to contact Thaddeus 
Neururer 617-360-1342 or email at thaddeus.neururer@gmail.com.   

The SMLC Worship Team committee extends a special Thank You to the 
following: All individuals who faithfully served during our holiday worship 
services including youth and adult readers, acolytes, Communion assistants, 
song leaders, Luther Choir members, musicians, guest accompanists and the 
Audio/Visual technicians. We are especially grateful for the pastoral leadership 
of Deacon Lindsay Bailey, our supply pastors, our organist and composer 
extraordinaire John Burke, Luther Choir director Nancy McNeal, the faithful 
members of the Altar Guild and the volunteers who created such a beautiful 
holiday sanctuary space. Special appreciation is given to Beth Johnson and all 
who helped with midweek Advent meals, activities and devotions; our faithful 
custodian Joyce Davis, our Executive Council leadership and our Office 
Administrator Deb Musil. 
 We give thanks to God always for all of you.  
 -Judy Reber McLaughlin, outgoing Chairperson, 
   and Worship Team committee.  

mailto:dlhauptman73@gmail.com
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Help Needed at St. Matthew 
Video Help Needed - This past year our video ministry has become more important than 
ever. It has allowed St. Matthew to livestream worship services so we could still worship 
together. As with all ministries in our community of faith, it takes volunteers to make it 
happen. We are seeking a few more volunteers who would be willing to video our services 
on Sunday mornings (8:30 a.m. service, with occasional 11:00 a.m.) If you have interest 
or have questions about what is involved, please contact Lisa Burke or Melody Costello 
from Communication Evangelism or Brian Harris or Owen Blakslee, who can answer all 
your questions. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS  
**Mask Mandate / Masks Required for in-person worship** 

HVAC anti-COVID air treatment / Equipment installed earlier this year 
No Singing / Restrictions Lifted 

Limiting Attendance / Restrictions Lifted 
Keep Exterior Doors Open / Restrictions Lifted 

Fellowship After Worship / Casual fellowship after church is resuming 
Ropes to Encourage Social Distance / Ropes removed June 18 

Hymnals / Hymnals returned to pews June 18 
Communion / Covid protocol still in place 

Sharing of the Peace / Covid protocol still in place 
Masks and Sanitizer available / Covid protocol still in place 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 

John Burke Organist 

Deb Musil Office Administrator 

Joyce Davis Custodian 

Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 

Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Finance Report for September and Year-to-Date 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 
and expenses for November. 

 
                                           Month of             Year-to-Date 
                                       November 2021          November 2021 
Total Revenue                          $   25,552.46  $   343,601.85 
Total Expenses                          $   20,233.34  $   307,741.04 
Net Operating Revenue                 $     5,319.12  $     35,860.81 
     Net Other                                     $          14.78               $          177.30  
Net Revenue                                 $     5,333.90         $     36,038.11 


