
3rd Day of Advent 
December 1, 2021 

Mark 13:33-37 

Watchful and Ready 

Do you have earthquake insurance? Flood insurance?  
Do you have a weather alert radio? What about health insurance / car insurance / house insurance? 
Do you have smoke and fire detectors…maybe also CO2 detectors in your home? 
Do you wear a seat belt when you are in a car? What about an alarm system for your home and 
business? 

There are many ways that we are “watchful and ready” for things in this life – that we hope and pray will 
never happen. But what about our eternal life – our spiritual life with Jesus – that we KNOW WILL 
HAPPEN?  This past Sunday we began the church season of Advent with the three-fold reminder that 
Jesus came (Christmas), He comes (Word & Sacraments), and He is coming again (as Savior or Judge). 

In this Advent message Jesus says: “It is like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants 
in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep 
watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back… If he comes suddenly, 
do not let him find you sleeping.” (v.34-35) 

“Sleeping” here doesn’t mean just physical sleep.  It refers to indifference, or acting like we can do 
whatever we want, regardless of what God wants; living according to our sinful flesh, with no regard or 
obedience / even defiant to God’s Word and will.  Our “watching and waiting” for Jesus’ second coming 
is totally different from our getting ready for Christmas, where we literally wear ourselves out rushing 
here and there with our endless preparations.  

Our “watching and waiting” means slowing down… casting aside our selfishness, using our Spiritual gifts, 
and peacefully walking with the Lord at our side.  God grants peace and joy to us for He has already 
done all of the preparations. The Message translation of 1 Corinthians 1:7-9 reads, “Just think—you 
don’t need a thing, you’ve got it all! All God’s gifts are right in front of you as you wait expectantly for 
our Master Jesus to arrive on the scene for the Finale. And not only that, but God himself is right 
alongside to keep you steady and on track until things are all wrapped up by Jesus. God, who got you 
started in this spiritual adventure, shares with us the life of his Son and our Master Jesus. He will never 
give up on you. Never forget that.”  

Let’s remain “watchful and ready”, joyfully and eagerly expecting Jesus’ second coming!  

Amen, come Lord Jesus! 

 

Scott Johnson 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=501229127

