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It’s been a full month of meetings, visits, planning, learning, leading, and listening! As I continue to 

reiterate when asked, there’s a lot happening here in the life of St. Matthew, so there’s lots to learn. I’m 

continuing to adjust to life in the new community, as well as life here in the congregation. I’ve found 

that what seems to be helping the most with adjusting is being out and among all of you. The home 

visits with active and shut-in members is not only giving me the opportunity to know each of you better  

outside of the “brief” Sunday morning greeting, but it’s also helping me to learn the area. I’m using the 

GPS on my phone far less in the last 2 weeks than I’d been using it previously. 

 

With regard to worship, we’ve been experiencing pretty decent attendance numbers, especially since 

moving into the summer worship schedule. Of the past 3 weeks we had 121, 91, and 101 people in 

worship on Sundays. The Wednesday services, as expected, are far less, but no less meaningful. Of the 

two so far we had 18 and 17 people in attendance. Of the worship “styles” we’ve used, 3 of them were 

new for me, so there was a little learning involved. I also assembled a “Camp Service” that will be used 

for the first time this coming Wednesday. The Choir concluded its season of singing on Pentecost 

Sunday. I had a “Blessing of the Bicycles” in conjunction with a community bicycle ride that started at 

Buckeye Park, rode to Howard and Kris Wolff’s for fellowship, and returned to the park. On the 19th 

we celebrated the 5 year anniversary of ministry and service for Deacon Lindsay. There were some 

great things that happened this past month in worship. 

 

With regard to meetings and events, the summer months certainly don’t effect the planning of the 

various committees and activities! I attended the Communication/Evangelism and Block-party 

meetings, the Samaritan Fund meeting, the Small Group meeting, Personnel Committee, and Worship 

& Music, and one last hurrah with the Call Committee. I also connected with the local Episcopal priest 

and Pastor Jim from Zion. On June 16th I met with some of the Cleveland West Conference of Lutheran 

pastors (of which we are a part). I participated in the Zoom meeting pertaining to the Dandelion Project 

and went to 1 of the 2 game nights during this time period. 

 

During this past month I also began writing a weekly message that’s being shared via FaceBook, the 

Website, and included in the Weekly Shout-Out. I’ve also been researching and reaching out to some of 

the local venues that might be open to my leading “Bible and Brews” in their establishment. The staff 

continues to pull together as we learn and adjust to each other in how we work and what we need from 

each other to perform our work. I enjoy meeting with each of them and love how we cooperate in 

getting things planned and completed.   

 

Visitation with members is going well. In the past month I had dinner or lunch with 11 different family 

units and visited with 24 shut-ins. I attended one of the church youth’s sporting event, as well as an 

older member’s community concert. I met with a few members during the course of the day here at the 

church regarding different matters. And I visited with 2 in the hospital. As was shared earlier today, 

Esther Svboda entered the Church Triumphant as she passed away unexpectedly yesterday around 

noon. 

 

In Christ, with Christ, for Christ! 

 

 

 

Pastor Steve Mahaffey 


