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Jesus came and took the 
bread and gave it to 
them, and did the same 
with the fish.  

John 21:13 
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GATHERING 
* Please stand as you are able. 

 Welcome and Announcements 

 Prelude                                            

 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, 
let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P:  We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through 
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his 
family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these 
waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the 
gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm 
and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us 
forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have 
become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church 
once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; 
cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 

*Gathering Song:                Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                   No. 367 

*Greeting  

*Prayer of the Day  

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud 
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us 
and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon                                                           Pastor Steve Mahaffey  



3 

 

WORD 

 First Reading                                                                              Acts 9:1-20 
1
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 

the high priest 
2
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 

he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 
to Jerusalem. 

3
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly 

a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4
He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5
He asked, “Who are you, 

Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6
But get up and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 
7
The men who were 

traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 
8
Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 

nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 
9
For three 

days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 

10
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in 

a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11

The Lord said to him, “Get 
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 

12
and he has seen in a vision a 

man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 

13
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how 

much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 
14

and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 

15
But the Lord said to him, 

“Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles 
and kings and before the people of Israel; 

16
I myself will show him how much he 

must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17

So Ananias went and entered the house. 
He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

18
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, 

and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 
19

and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength.  
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 

20
and immediately he 

began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

Psalm                                                                                                       Psalm 30 
1
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up 

 and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
2
O Lord my God, I cried out to you, 

 and you restored me to health. 
3
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; 

 you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 



4 

 

4
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; 

 give thanks in holy remembrance. 
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 

 Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
6
While I felt secure, I said, 

 “I shall never be disturbed. 
7
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

 Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
8
I cried to you, O Lord; 

 I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 

 Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
10

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; 
 O Lord, be my helper.” 
11

You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
 you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
12

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
 O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.   

Second Reading                                                                  Revelation 5:11-14 
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 

12
singing with full voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing,  
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

 *Gospel                                                                                                 John 21:1-19 

P:  The holy gospel according to John.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1
After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to 

the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 
2
Gathered 

there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 

3
Simon Peter said to 
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them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 

4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 

that it was Jesus. 
5
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” 

They answered him, “No.” 
6
He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the 

boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it 
in because there were so many fish. 

7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 

“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 

8
But the other disciples came 

in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 
about a hundred yards off. 
 

9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. 
10

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11

So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 

12
Jesus 

said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 

13
Jesus came and took 

the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14

This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 

15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

16
A second time he said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 

17
He said to him the third time, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

18
Very truly, I tell you, 

when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 

19
(He said 

this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said 
to him, “Follow me.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                                 Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

 Hymn of the Day:                 The Church of Christ, in Every Age                      No. 729 

*Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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  who was  conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.         

*Prayers of Intercession 

D: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 
the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

D:  Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you 
sent your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your 
wondrous acts in Christ. God, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural 
forces and human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air 
and water and that feeds humans and other living creatures. God, in your 
mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when 
they struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and 
just wages. God, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  Restore all people who cry to you for help especially Ron Iseli, Justin, Lennie 
Davis, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, and John Siebert. Turn their mourning into 
dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their 
lips. God, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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D:  Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. Sustain them 
by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus. God, in your 
mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

D:  Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and 
bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us 
and through us in our worship. God, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-
giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

*Peace: The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s 
reconciling love by nod or bow.  

MEAL 

 Offertory                    I Know that My Redeemer Lives (11:00)                  Luther Choir 
                                                                    R. Highes 

 Offering Prayer 

P:  Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable 
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, 

 and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and 
believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are 
thirsty, come. 

Communion Hymn                  Bread of Life from Heaven                      No. 474 

*Table Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our 
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 

 SENDING 

*Blessing 

P:  God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 
Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

*Sending Song:                   Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!                           No. 377 

*Dismissal:               

D:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

D:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude   

      

+++ 
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PRAYERS 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of Avery and 

Alivia Neururer’s great grandma, Phyllis Dolezalek’s, 100th birthday today, by the 

Neururer family. 

Prayers for Healing: Ron Iseli, Justin, Lennie Davis, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, and 

John Siebert.  

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, Third Sunday of Easter, we worship in-person at 8:30 and 11:00 with ELW 

liturgy (No communion). Livestream at 8:30. 

Welcome to St. Matthew, Pastor Steve! 

Luther Littles Sunday School (Pre-School-5th grade) - 9:45 a.m. in the Brown Room  

Luther Middles/Catechism (6-8 grades) - 9:45 a.m. in the green room. 

No Adult Sunday School this week. 

Ladies Kentucky Derby Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 8, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Fourth Sunday of Easter, we will worship in-person at 8:30 and 11:00 

with ELW liturgy and communion. Mother’s Day service at 11:00, led by Luther 

League. Livestream at 8:30. 

Luther Littles Sunday School (Pre-School-5th grade) - 9:45 a.m. in the Brown Room  

Luther Middles/Catechism (6-8 grades) - 9:45 a.m. in the green room. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Name Tags - Let’s help Pastor Steve put names to our faces. Name tags and 
markers will be available in the Narthex, Room of the Cross, and the Fellowship Hall 
for the next few weeks. 

Operation Homes Meals - St. Matthew will provide meals for Operation Homes 
guests the week of May 16-23. Meals need to be dropped off at 5:30 p.m. each day. 
For more information and to sign up to provide a meal for one of these evenings, 
please use this Sign-Up Genius link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094AA5A72AA3F94-operation1  

Our Parish Nurse, Thank you for the warm welcome back to St. Matthew!  It is good 
to be back with you. I will be in my church office on Tuesday’s, from 9 AM to 12 noon. 
To contact me please: Call the church office and leave a message with Deb Musil; or 
email me at: bdisbrow@zoominternet.net. Gratefully, Brenda Disbrow, Parish Nurse 

Senior Recognition - Sunday, May 15, both services. Join us for a reception of cake 
and punch in the Fellowship Hall in honor of St. Matthew’s 2022 Seniors at 9:45 a.m. 

Golf Outing - Come enjoy a fun evening of golf at Bunker Hill Golf Course with St. 
Matthew friends and guests on Thursday, June 16. Arrive at 5:30 p.m. for warm-ups. 
Tee times begin at 6:00 p.m. Guests are welcome. The cost for nine holes, a cart, 
and a light dinner following golf is $45 per person. Dinner will include honey rosemary 
baked chicken, tenderloin tips over noodles, green beans, and roasted red skin 
potatoes. Register at https://birdease.com/17841. Sponsored by Small Groups 

Hearing Loop System Installed - This technology is designed to work 
with Tele-coil equipped hearing aids, Cochlear implants, and individual 
loop listeners.  TO USE: Switch your hearing aids, cochlear implants, or 
individual hearing loop listeners to the Telecoil or “T” position. Sound will 
be free of distortion and echo and clarity will be greatly improved. 
Questions or need assistance? Contact an usher. 

Pull Tab Collection - Join in tab collecting with others in our area to support Ronald 
McDonald House in Akron and Cleveland. All pull tabs are accepted! (pet food, soup, 
veggies, beverages, etc.) There are containers located in the Narthex and the Room 
of the Cross to deposit your pull tabs. If you have any questions, call Joyce at 216-
780-0965. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094AA5A72AA3F94-operation1
mailto:bdisbrow@zoominternet.net
https://birdease.com/17841
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date May 1 May 1 May 8 May 8 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte  Evan Hogan   

Reader Tim Brown Beth Johnson   

Ushers 
Alan & Delores 

Ivan 
Bruce Reed 

Jeremy, Christy, 
Jesse & Jacob 

Gabler 
  

Communion 
Assistants 

Mary Dunham 
Melanie Brown 

Cindy Rickly 
Melody Costello 

  

Sound Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler 

Video Owen Blakslee -- Rex Rickly -- 

Altar Guild                   Kelly Obermeier 

UPDATE 

HEARING LOOP SYSTEM 

Designated Funds   $3,815.68 

Donations    $   375.00 

Source of funds   Tot.     $4,190.68 

Initial Cost     $4,900.00 

Shortfall             ($   709.32) 

Received 4/17/22    $   150.00 

Current Need    $   559.32 

Donations accepted to cover the shortfall 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. Steven Mahaffey Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Kaitlyn Taraschke Nursery Attendant 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Hearing Loop 
System available. 

 


