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Now the Feast and Celebration                                             Marty Haugen 

(* Please stand as you are able.) 

GATHERING 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Good News Moment                   Dandelion Project                  Bryan Penvose 

  Prelude   

*Confession and Forgiveness                                                    Page 2 

*Gathering Song     God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens       No. 771 

*Greeting                                                                           Page 2 

*Kyrie                                                                                               Page 3 

*Song                               Now the Feast                                         Page 4 

*Prayer of the Day   

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 
ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  Children’s Sermon                                                Deacon Lindsay Bailey 

WORD 

  First Reading                                                                       Genesis 15:1-6 

 
1
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not 

be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
2
But 

Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 

3
And Abram said, “You have 

given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 
4
But 

the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one 
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 

5
He brought him outside and said, 

“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

6
And he believed the 

Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
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  Psalm                                                                                Psalm 33:12-22 
12

Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! 
 Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
13

The Lord looks down from heaven, 
 and sees all humankind. 
14

God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
 all who dwell on the earth. 
15

God fashions all their hearts 
 and observes all their deeds. 
16

A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
 nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
17

The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
 despite its great strength it cannot save. 
18

Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord, 
 upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
19

to deliver their lives from death, 
 and to keep them alive in time of famine. 
20

Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, 
 our helper and our shield. 
21

Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
 for in your holy name we put our trust. 
22

Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, 
 even as we place our hope in you. 

Second Reading                                                             Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 
2
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 

3
By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 

8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 

was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. 

9
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in 

a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 

10
For he looked forward to the city that has 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11

By faith he received power 
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 

12
Therefore from one 

person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 

13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 

14
for people who speak in this way 
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make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15

If they had been thinking of 
the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for 
them. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Verse                                                                          Page 8 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

*Gospel                                                                         Luke 12:32-40 

Jesus said: 
32

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 

33
Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 

34
For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. 
 

35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 

36
be like those who are 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 

37
Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 

38
If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 

them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 

39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 
40

You also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

     P:  The gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                            Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

 Hymn of the Day                        Blessed Assurance                           No. 638     

*Apostles’ Creed                                                                                   Page 9 

*Prayers of Intercession 

D:  Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
 prayer. 

A brief silence. 

D:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the 
 gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise 
 and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
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D:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and 
 sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In 
 places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful 
 God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

D:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield 
 in places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to 
 govern with compassion and justice. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

D:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait 
 for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those 
 who cry out to you especially Linda Kostelnik, Kathy Bailey, Rosemary 
 Evans, Gary Chmielewski, Steve Hulvey, Lennie Davis, Jim Apana, Jim 
 Minor, Justin, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, John Siebert, and those we now 
 name aloud or hold tenderly in our hearts. Renew. Help us to trust your 
 promise and not be afraid. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

D:  Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to 
 strive for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this 
 congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

D:  With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest 
 in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your 
 promise of new life. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

D:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 
 your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
C:  Amen. 

*Peace 

      D:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
      C:  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

 Offering 

 Offertory                 
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*Song                                   As the Grains of Wheat                            Page 10 

*Prayer                                                                                    Page 11 

*Great Thanksgiving                                                             Page 11 

*Preface 

*Song                                                  Holy                                       Page 11 

*Eucharistic Prayer                                                             Page 12 

*Eucharistic Acclamations                                                   Page 12 

 Song                                                                                              Page 13 

*Lord's Prayer                                                                        Page 13 

 Lamb of God                                                                        Page 14 

 Communion Hymn              How Great Thou Art                          No. 856 

 Post-Communion Blessing 

 Thanks Be To You                                                                                 Page 15 

 SENDING 

*Post Communion Prayer                                                              

P:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and 
 fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend 
 and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 
 name of Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 

*Blessing                                                                                     

P:  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort 
 you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C:  Amen. 

*Sending Song             God of Grace and God of Glory                    No. 705 

*Dismissal                                                                                               Page 16 

 Postlude 

+++ 

Copyright © 2022 All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB122803 
One License Annual License with Podcasting #A-708578 

CCLI Annual License #11156715 
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PRAYERS 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in loving memory of 
Esther Svoboda by her family. 

Memorial Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in loving memory 
of her husband, Edward Jay Andrews, on what would have been his 75

th
 

birthday, by Sandy Andrews. 

Prayers for Healing: Linda Kostelnik, Kathy Bailey, Rosemary Evans, Gary 
Chmielewski, Steve Hulvey, Lennie Davis, Jim Apana, Jim Minor, Justin, Steve 
Combs, Jim Frame, and John Siebert.  

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, we worship in person and via 
livestream at 9:30 a.m. with Now the Feast liturgy and communion.  

Blood Pressure Screening before and after worship in the Parish Nurse’s 
office. 

Red Cross Blood Drive  - 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10 AT ST. MATTHEW 

Wednesday we will worship in person at 7:00 p.m. with Camp service and 
communion. This is the last Wednesday service for the summer. 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, we will worship in person at 
9:30 a.m. with Outdoor Praise liturgy and communion. Service will include a 
Backpack and Pet Blessings.  

Rubber Ducks Game - Family FUNday at Canal Park. Game time - 2:05 p.m. 
Tickets must be purchased by August 7. 
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Saturday, August 27 4:00-7:00 pm 

MUSIC, D.J. BRIAN STANIS 

MAGICIAN, NATE THE GREAT 

FOOD TRUCK, SWINE BBQ 

BOUNCE HOUSE 

DUNK TANK 

RAFFLE BASKETS 

TEMPORARY TATTOOS 

SNOW CONES 

COTTON CANDY 

CARNIVAL GAMES 

Finance Report for June and Year-to-Date 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 
and expenses for June. 

 
                                           Month of              Year-to-Date 
                                         June  2022                      June 2022 
Total Revenue                          $   25,730.55  $   173,494.80 
Total Expenses                          $   32,616.48  $   171,981.75 
Net Operating Revenue                 $   ( 6,885.93)  $       1,513.05 
     Net Other                                     $          22.21               $            77.71  
Net Revenue                                 $   ( 6,863.72)         $       1,590.76 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Pastor Steve’s Contact Information - Pastor Steve can be reached by email at 
pastorsteve@stmatthewmedina.org or by cell phone at 740-525-6149. 

New Member Class - A new member class will be forming soon. Please contact 
Pastor Steve if you are interested in becoming a member of St. Matthew. 

Rubber Ducks Game - Calling all St. Matthew families and friends...It’s time to go to 
a ball game! Please join us on Sunday, August 14 for an Akron Rubber Ducks game. 
Game time is 2:05 p.m. Discounted tickets are $12 and MUST BE PURCHASED BY 
AUGUST 7. Use the link below to purchase tickets. Family FUNday at Canal Park. 
Some of your favorite princes and princesses will be there. Enjoy pre-game catch on 
the field, reading with the Rubber Ducks, end of 5

th
 inning kids stampede, and post-

game kids run the bases.  Hope to see you there! 
https://fevo.me/saintmatthewlutheranchurch.  

Bible & Brews -  Weekly on Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at St. Matthew until our chosen 
venue, Four Paws, is available . We will begin with the book of Acts. All are 
welcome! 

Pastoral Installation for Steve Mahaffey, August 21, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. at St. 
Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church. Formal invitations were emailed to the 
congregation on Tuesday, July 26. A potluck reception will follow the installation 
service.  Please RSVP to the link provided in that email. tinyurl.com/45ze6p55 

Electronic Giving – To set up an online giving account or to make 
changes to your online giving, scan the QR code to the left or go to 
stmatthewmedina.org, click on the Give tab, scroll down to “How Can I 
Give?” and click on Give Here. If you already have an account, log in. 
You can then update any of your information (contact information, 

giving amount, and which funds you support).  If you wish to begin donating 
electronically, click on Sign Up. You will fill each field as you are prompted to set up 
your account. 

If you have questions about your account or setting up your account, contact our 
Financial Director, John Baker at 330-607-0667 or 
financedir@stmatthewmedina.org. 

What is the LGL Samaritan Fund?  This fund was set up in 2007 to assist our 
members during a financial situation where a helping hand may be needed. Perhaps 
you had a large car repair and cannot pay your rent or mortgage one month. Maybe 
you recently lost your job and need a helping hand to stay in good financial 
standing. It is a confidential ministry where your identity is only known by the intake 
specialist. We have assisted over 1400 family units over the years. If you could 
benefit from financial assistance and are a member of St. Matthew, you will find 

https://fevo.me/saintmatthewlutheranchurch
tinyurl.com/45ze6p55
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applications on the table in front of the church office or in the drop box under the 
doorbell at the rear Pearl Street entrance. You will also find the application on our 
website, stmatthewmedina.org, in the Community Resources section. Please read 
the guidelines that are posted on the website as well. It is also open to non-
members who reside in Medina County. This fund is administered by a Board of 
Trustees formed of members of St. Matthew that meets monthly. 

Nautica Queen Sunset Cruise offered through Zion Lutheran Church, Sunday, 
September 18, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Reserve your space now. See fliers in the 
narthex. 

VOLUNTEER AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Nursery Assistants - The Personnel Committee is looking for several members of 
St. Matthew who would be willing to serve as an assistant in the nursery on a 
rotation. Our nursery attendant sometimes needs a couple extra hands. If you 
would be willing to serve as a Nursery Assistant for one service or during the 
Sunday School hour once every couple of months, contact the Personnel Director, 
Barb Woodard, at 330-321-2408 or barbwoodard.bw@gmail.com. 

Youth Music Director - We have many talented young members of our 
congregation who enjoy music and would love to show their talents to the 
congregation. We have been searching for a person who would lead our youth choir
(s) and instrumental groups. If you know of someone who would be qualified in this 
position, contact Barb Woodard, Personnel Director, for more information at 330-
321-2408 or barbwoodard.bw@gmail.com. 

Sunshine Meals Ministry - The Sunshine Committee is a group of people who 
volunteer to periodically make/or purchase meals and deliver them to parishioners 
at a time of need. If you feel called to help with this St. Matthew ministry, please 
contact Sue Schwab at 330-242-3397 or ohschwab@zoominternet.net. 

Worship Assistants - Readers, Ushers, and Communion Assistants. Please sign 
up in the narthex. For any questions regarding these opportunities, please contact 
Sandy Andrews. 
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Working together with our Cluster 
Churches*, we will be collecting items for 
500 school bags for Lutheran World Relief.  
Following our 11:00 worship service on 
September 11, head over to Zion, Valley 
City, for lunch. St. Matthew will be taking 
sides and salads. If you can help with that, 
there will be a sign-up in the narthex.  
After lunch stay to help on the assembly 

line to put book bags together or make greeting cards for “Loads of Love”. 
Then, to the laundromat to help people with their laundry and to save their dollars.  
The book bags will be taken to Jerusalem Lutheran, Seville, when they will have a 
truck parked and ready to head to Lutheran World Relief. 
Items we, as a congregation, are donating: 
1. 450 pairs of children’s blunt scissors 
2. 450 small pencil sharpeners 
3. 400 #2 unsharpened pencils 
4. 400 black or blue (no gel) ballpoint pens 
5. Sides or salads for lunch on September 11. 
6. Monetary donations toward fulfilling the 

items for the book bags, and for “Loads of 
Love” at the laundromat. (Checks payable 
to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church - 
GWOH” on the memo line, or cash 
accepted.) 

7. And people, including children, who can help on the assembly line. 
Keep an eye or an ear open for additional information.  

*Cluster Churches: St. Matthew, Zion, Our Saviour, Holy Trinity, 
Living Word, and New Horizons. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. Steven Mahaffey Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 

Kaitlyn Taraschke Nursery Attendant 

Hearing Loop 
System available. 


