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ELW Setting 10 

“If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.” 

Mark 8:34 
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St. Matthew invites you to join us in celebration of Holy Communion! 
The Lord’s table is open to all who believe and are baptized. 

Please join us as we receive the means of grace, where Jesus promises to meet us in 
the bread and the wine. 

========================================================= 

“Pages” are in the front of the hymnal. 
“Hymns” are located toward the back of the hymnal. 

*Please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING 

  Prelude                                 Prelude in C Major - JS Bach 

  Welcome and Announcements 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who forgives all our sin, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war 
within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make 
distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the 
suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us 
with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P:  God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace 
you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal 
healing, your sins are forgiven. 

C:  Amen.  

*Gathering Song:                      O God, My Faithful God                                    Hymn 806  

Please note: This worship service is being livestreamed and recorded onto 
Facebook and YouTube, and an edited copy posted onto the St. Matthew 
webpage. By attending this worship service, you may appear as a part of this 
digital recording. Thank you. 
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*Greeting  

D: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*Kyrie                                           Have Mercy on Us                                       Page 203 

*Hymn of Praise                          Come, Let Us Join                                       Page 204 

*Prayer of the Day  

C: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and 
by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of 
the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Children’s Sermon                                                    Deacon Lindsay Stertzbach  

WORD 

 First Reading                                                                          Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4
The Lord God has given me 

 the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught. 
5
The Lord God has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious, 
 I did not turn backward. 
6
I gave my back to those who struck me, 

 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
 from insult and spitting. 
7
The Lord God helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
 

8
he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
 Let them confront me. 
9a

It is the Lord God who helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm                                                                                    Psalm 116:1-9 
1
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 

 and listened to my supplication, 
2
for the Lord has given ear to me 

 whenever I called. 
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

 I came to grief and sorrow. 
4
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

 “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
5
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 

 our God is full of compassion. 
6
The Lord watches over the innocent; 

 I was brought low, and God saved me. 
7
Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

 for the Lord has dealt well with you. 
8
For you have rescued my life from death, 

 my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
9
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

 in the land of the living.   

Second Reading                                                                           James 3:1-12 
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 

that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
2
For all of us make many 

mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 

3
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 

them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 
4
Or look at ships: though they are so 

large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 

5
So also the tongue is a small member, 

yet it boasts of great exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 

6
And the tongue is a fire. The 

tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

7
For every 

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 

8
but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full 

of deadly poison. 
9
With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those 

who are made in the likeness of God. 
10

From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 

11
Does a spring pour forth 

from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 
12

Can a fig tree, my brothers 
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation                           Alleluia                                               Page 205 
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 *Gospel                                                                                                Mark 8:27-38 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 

28
And they answered 

him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 
29

He 
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Messiah.” 

30
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 
31

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 

32
He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him. 
33

But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
 

34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

36
For what will it profit them to 

gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37

Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? 

38
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                                 Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

 Hymn of the Day:                         Lift High the Cross                                         Hymn 660 

*Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
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  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession 

D: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

D:  We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of 
forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new 
relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and 
unfamiliar. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and 
heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us 
in tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries 
of people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and 
well-being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O 
God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve, 
especially the family of Beverly, Joan, Jenna, Marliese, Jerry, June, Steve, 
Tom, Adam and Family, Todd, Sandi, and those we now name aloud or hold 
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tenderly in our hearts. Draw them close to you and soothe them with the 
promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all 
who support the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape 
learning communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children of 
all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We remember all who have died, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear 
witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we 
too place our hope and trust in you. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

D:  We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your 
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

D:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

MEAL 

  Offertory             Have Thine Own Way, Lord - Lani Smith (8:30)                 Luther Choir 
                              My Lord, What a Morning - Charles Callahan (11:00)             Jane Irvine 
 
 Offertory Response          For the Fruit of All Creation (vs. 1)                       Hymn 679 

*Offertory Prayer 

P:  Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and 
with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving                                                                                        Page 206 

P:  The Lord be with you.   C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts.      C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*Proper Preface 

*Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                              Page 207 

*Eucharistic Prayer 
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*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 

P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 

*Lamb of God                                                                                        Page 208 

Communion Hymn            We Eat the Bread of Teaching                   Hymn 518 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 
table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

*Blessing 

P:  God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 

*Sending Song:         Will You Come and Follow Me                          Hymn 798 

*Dismissal:               

D:  Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude                       Postlude on “Crucifer” - Gordon Young 

 

+++ 
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Acolyte: 8:30 - Lucy Brown-Serban 11:00 -  Addison Wierzchowski 

Reader: 8:30 - Delores Ivan 11:00 -  Julie Shrader 

Communion 
Servers: 

8:30 -  Carol Elkins 
           Jen Knaggs 

11:00 - Peg Huber 
             Julie Shrader 

Ushers: 8:30 - Alan & Delores Ivan  

Sound: 8:30 - Joe Obermeier 11:00 - Joe Obermeier 

Video: 8:30 - Bobby Forsythe  

Altar Guild: Kelly Obermeier  

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

PRAYERS 

Altar Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God in honor of our 
fathers and step-fathers, Walter Harvey, Ed Chrisman, Louis Kelling, and Frank 
Donaldson, by Sandy Kelling. 

Altar Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God by Joe and Sarah 
Robinson. 

Prayers for Healing: The family of Beverly Carter, Joan Batke, Jenna Saleker, 
Marliese Leggett, Jerry Jakovcic, June Trenty, Steve Combs, Tom Thornton, 
Adam and Family, Todd Costello, and Sandi. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, we will worship in person at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m. with ELW 10 and communion. Livestream at 8:30. 

Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.  

Welcome and Thank You to Jane Irvine, our accompanist this morning. 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, we will worship in person 
at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. with Praise and communion. Livestream at 8:30. 

Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.  

Looms of Love, 9:45 a.m., Library. 

Nursery Coverage - There will be no nursery attendant. The nursery will be 
open for parents to supervise their own child unless we have a volunteer offer to 
serve. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SILENT BOOK CLUB IS BACK! This Monday, September 16. Bring a book! Bring a 
snack! Bring a friend! We are planning some fun activities for the rest of the year and 
would love everyone’s input. Come and socialize between 6:30 and 7:00 pm, and then 
curl up with your good book starting at 7:00. All ages! All books! All welcome! Hope to 
see you there! 

College Student and Military Personnel Addresses Needed! The Care Package 
Ministry team is ready to continue to support our college students and military 
personnel with care packages, letters and other developing means of communication. 
Please help the team update and continue to build its network of students and military 
personnel by filling out the Google forms through the links in the Shout-Out. 

Senior Connections Day - Friday, September 20, 1-4 pm at the Office for Older 
Adults, 246 Northland Dr., Medina. FREE workshops: Technology/Scams, End of Life 
Planning, Food/Grocery Assistance/SNAP, Transportation, Home Repair/maintenance/
cost reduction, Social Security/Medicare/Medicaid. Scan the QR Code to register or go 
to https://zionvc.org/ or call 330-483-3873 for information. 

Senior Fellowship will meet again this month to play games (bring your favorite) and 
share our time. We’d love for you to join us on Monday, September 23 at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Brown Room. Hope to see you there.  

Luther Middles Food Drive - Sunday, September 29. The Luther Middles will hold 
their annual drive-thru food drive. They will be collecting non-perishable food items and 
personal hygiene products from 10:00-10:45 am and 12:00-1:00 pm in the church 
parking lot. These items will be used to stock our community pantry box located on 
Pearl Street over the next several month. 

Spaghetti Dinner - The Luther League will host the annual Spaghetti Dinner and 
Dessert Auction on Sunday, September 29 at 5:00 p.m. We hope to see you all there! 
Please use the link in the Shout-Out to RSVP or sign up in the narthex. 

Silent Book Club! Meets the first and third Mondays each month at Faith House (432 
N. Broadway). We have a few fun things planned in the upcoming months: Oct 21-
Halloween Book Club, Nov. 18-Book Club Food Drive, Dec. 16-Holiday Get Together. 
We are still taking donations for the Free Library at Faith House.  

Looms of Love (Hat Making) - Meets the second and fourth Sundays each month at 
9:45 a.m. in the Library. No meeting September 8. 

Cross Penny Ministry - Cross pennies remind us that Jesus was the One sent (cent) 
to set us free (liberty) from our sins. He rose from the dead so that we could be saved 
when “In God We Trust”. Please take and share cross pennies which can be found in 
the narthex. 
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 Please join us in showering Deacon Lindsay and Austin with love 
as they await the birth of their sweet daughter! 

Sunday, October 6, 12:30 - 2:30 

St. Matthew Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP via the link in the Shout-Out!  

They are registered on Amazon. 

We have received everything needed for the charcuterie board. Thank you to all who signed up to 
provide items. Please have the items to Jen Knaggs by Wednesday, October 2. 
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Pastor Steve’s Contact Information 

Email:  pastorsteve@stmatthewmedina.org  

Cell Phone:  740-525-6149 

 

Deacon Lindsay’s Contact Information 

Email:  lindsay@stmatthewmedina.org  

Cell Phone:  440-376-8338 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. Steven Mahaffey Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Stertzbach Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
Cindy Piovarchy Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Maintenance Supervisor 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Rachel Knaggs Kids of the Kingdom Director 
Kaitlyn Taraschke Nursery Attendant 

Hearing Loop 
System available. 


