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Now the Feast and Celebration                                             Marty Haugen 

(* Please stand as you are able.) 

GATHERING 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude   

*Confession and Forgiveness                                                    Page 2 

*Gathering Song               Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                         No. 244 

*Greeting                                                                           Page 2 

*Kyrie                                                                                               Page 3 

*Song                               Now the Feast                                         Page 4 

*Prayer of the Day   

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Advent Candle Song      Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah           No. 240 
                                                     (verses 1-2) 

*Advent Candle Prayer 

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 
righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless 
us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames and teach us to 
mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound, until 
none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
Amen. 

  Children’s Sermon                                                Deacon Lindsay Bailey 

WORD 

  First Reading                                                                        Isaiah 11:1-10 

 
1
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 

2
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 

3
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
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 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 

4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 

5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 

6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 

7
The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 

8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 

9
They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 

 
10

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

  Psalm                                                                         Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
1
Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2
that he may rule your people righteously 

 and the poor with justice; 
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness. 
4
Let him defend the needy among the people, 

 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

 from one generation to another. 
6
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

 like showers that water the earth. 
7
In his time may the righteous flourish; 

 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
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18
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 

 you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19

And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.   

Second Reading                                                                     Romans 15:4-13 
4
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 

by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 

5
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 
6
so that together 

you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

7
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 
8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 

9
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10

and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11

and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12

and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

R:  The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Verse                                                                          Page 8 

*Gospel                                                                       Matthew 3:1-12 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
20

Then 
1
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 
2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

3
This is 

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
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and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5
Then the people of Jerusalem and 

all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6
and 

they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 

7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 

8
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

9
Do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

10
Even now the ax is lying 

at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 

11
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

     P:  The gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                            Pastor Steve Mahaffey 

 Hymn of the Day                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   No. 257 
                                                                verses 3-4   

*Apostles’ Creed                                                                                   Page 9 

*Prayers of Intercession 

D:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 
world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

D:  God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn 
 writers and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to 
 delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 
 destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 
 companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what 
 human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up 
 leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide 
 judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who 
 cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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D:  You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any 
 who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of 
 human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without 
 shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed 
 us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every 
 congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or 
 separated from loved ones especially Marge Murray, Sandi, Pat Pritchard, 
 Bob Madey, Arline, Don Baker, Judy McLaughlin, Peggy, Pat, Steve Combs, 
 and those we now name aloud or hold tenderly in our hearts. God, in your 
 mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

D:  You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give 
 thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united 
 with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

D:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
 our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
 name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

*Peace 

      D:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
      C:  And also with you. 

MEAL 

 Offering                               

 Offertory                   Waiting for the Promise (11:00)             Luther Choir 
                                                           Larson 

*Song                                   As the Grains of Wheat                            Page 10 

*Prayer                                                                                    Page 11 

*Great Thanksgiving                                                             Page 11 

*Preface 

*Song                                                  Holy                                       Page 11 
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*Eucharistic Prayer                                                             Page 12 

*Eucharistic Acclamations                                                   Page 12 

 Song                                                                                              Page 13 

*Lord's Prayer                                                                        Page 13 

 Lamb of God                                                                        Page 14 

 Communion Hymn     O Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry              No. 249 

*Thanks Be To You                                                                                 Page 15 

 SENDING 

*Post Communion Prayer                                                              

P:  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 
this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth 
in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*Blessing                                                                                   Page 16 

*Sending Song        Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                   No. 246 

*Dismissal                                                                                               Page 16 

 Postlude 

+++ 
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PRAYERS 

Altar Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of 
John’s birthday by Lisa Burke 

Memorial Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God in memory of 
Joyce’s dad, Larry Kennedy’s birthday, by Tom and Joyce Davis. 

Prayers for Healing: Marge Murray, Sandi, Pat Pritchard, Bob Madey, Arline, 
Don Baker, Judy McLaughlin, Peggy, Pat, and Steve Combs.  

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, Second Sunday in Advent, we worship in person at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. with Now the Feast and Holy Communion. Livestream at 8:30 a.m. 

Welcome and Thank You to Cindy Piovarchy, our guest accompanist for 
worship this morning. 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. 

Cookie Exchange/Evergreen Cross Craft - in the Fellowship Hall. Beginning 
with a light lunch at 12:30. 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Third Sunday in Advent, we will worship in person at 8:30 a.m. 
with ELW Setting 4 liturgy and Holy Communion and at 11:00 a.m. with Jazz 
liturgy and Holy Communion. Livestream at 8:30 a.m.  

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. 

Blood Pressure Screening before each service in Brenda’s office. 
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date 
Sunday 

December 4 
Sunday 

December 4 
Sunday 

December 11 
Sunday 

December 11 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte  Devin Shrader 
Lucy Brown-

Serban 
Emma Gierhart 

Reader Delores Ivan Linda Kostelnik Adam Scheid  

Ushers 
Alan Ivan 

Delores Ivan 
Bruce Reed 

Cindy Rickly   

Communion 
Assistants 

Delores Ivan    

Sound Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler Joe Obermeier Larry Mohler 

Video Brian Harris -- Rex Rickly -- 

Altar Guild        Becky Malloy & Julie Shrader 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Watch your bulletins and Shout-Outs for details. 

Thursday, December 6, **New Date** 2:00-8:30 pm, Directory Pictures. 
Communication Evangelism   

Wednesday, December 7, 6:00 pm, Meal. Advent Worship at 7:00 pm. 

Friday, December 9, 7:00 pm. Christmas Groove Concert at Akron Civic Theatre. 

Sunday, December 18, 10:00 am, Youth Led worship 

Sunday, December 18, 11:15 am, Annual Congregational meeting. 

Wednesday, December 14, 6:00 pm, Meal. Advent Worship at 7:00 pm. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deb Musil, Office Administrator, is on Vacation December 2-9. There will be 
office coverage Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. - Noon. 

Advent Worship - Holden Evening Prayer, Wednesdays, December 7 and 
December 14. 6:00 p.m. meal. 7:00 p.m. Worship. 

Advent Devotions - Thank you to everyone who volunteered to write a 2022 
Advent Devotion! Each day during Advent (beginning Sunday, November 27), a 
link to a new devotion, written by our members, will appear on our church 
website homepage. All completed devotions will be available on an archived 
webpage.  

Christmas Groove Concert - Ring in the Christmas season with a wonderful, 
family friendly, benefit concert, Christmas Groove. This concert has been 
providing free music and collecting money for a variety of non-profits since 
2004. A group of St. Matthew friends will be going together on Friday, 
December 9. The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. at the Akron Civic Theatre. You 
can view additional information and hear past songs at 
https://www.christmasgroove.org/. The concert is free and no tickets are 
needed. A free-will offering will be collected and will benefit Akron Canton 
Foodbank. We are working on transportation for those who can’t drive, but 
would like to attend. Please call Melody at 330-461-1149 if you need a ride or 
are interested in attending.  

Blood Pressure Screening - December 11, before both services in the Parish 
Nurse’s office. 

Book Club - The next book that we will be reading is Nightingale by Kristin 
Hannah. We will read the book on our own and see the movie when it comes 
out in January. We will gather together to discuss at Wingz after the movie. 
Additional details will follow. Happy reading! 
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VOLUNTEER AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Nursery Assistants - The Personnel Committee is looking for several members of 
St. Matthew who would be willing to serve as an assistant in the nursery on a 
rotation. Our nursery attendant sometimes needs a couple extra hands. If you 
would be willing to serve as a Nursery Assistant for one service or during the 
Sunday School hour once every couple of months, contact the Personnel Director, 
Barb Woodard, at 330-321-2408 or barbwoodard.bw@gmail.com. 

Youth Music Director - We have many talented young members of our 
congregation who enjoy music and would love to show their talents to the 
congregation. We have been searching for a person who would lead our youth 
choir(s) and instrumental groups. If you know of someone who would be qualified 
in this position, contact Barb Woodard, Personnel Director, for more information at 
330-321-2408 or barbwoodard.bw@gmail.com. 

Worship Assistants - Readers, Ushers, and Communion Assistants. Please sign 
up in the narthex. For any questions regarding these opportunities, please contact 
Sandy Andrews. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. Steven Mahaffey Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 

Kaitlyn Taraschke Nursery Attendant 

Hearing Loop 
System available. 

Pastor Steve’s Contact Information 

Email:  pastorsteve@stmatthewmedina.org  

Cell Phone:  740-525-6149. 
 

Deacon Lindsay’s Contact Information 

Email:  lindsay@stmatthewmedina.org  

Cell Phone:  440-376-8338 

St. Mathew invites you to join us in celebration of Holy Communion! 
The Lord’s table is open to all who believe and are baptized. 

Please join us as we receive the means of grace, where Jesus promises to 
meet us in the bread and the wine. 


